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"The Tyagbir Hem Baruah College, Jamugurihat was established in 1963 by a collective effort o
educated persons to promote higher education in a compertively under developed area of Assam. The Foundinn
Fathers aim was to impart equality education to aspiring students for securing employment. They also wanted i
impart value based education to promote universal brotherhood and national integration They further wanted

bring the woman falk of the unpriviledge class to filed of higher education.
The T.H.B. College came into existence as an affiliated college of Guahati University.lts campus has an

area of 40.5 acres located in the Sonitpur district on the bank of river Brahmaputra in a rural setting. The college
recieved University Grant Recognisation under 2f on 29.10.1969. It is a private college sustained by Grant-in- Aid

scheme of Assam Govermnment.
The establishment of the college opened up equal opportunities to the students of backward region of |

Assam who aspired for better social status through merit. Nodiscrimination is made by the college on the groti -
of race, gender, language, religion, cast, culture and physical disabilility. Since its establishment, thecollege h=*
succeded in spreading higher education In Art and Science up to the graduate level and thereby contributing
the manpower grouthof the state. The college has made an impact on the socio-economic life of the people ¢’
central Assam as a promising co-educational college. It has_broken the barrier of retience by drawing a larg®
number of girl studentsof the portals of higher education."
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Peasant Movements In ASSam In The Late 19th Century

£5 Sahabuddin Ahmed
Sr. Lect. Deptt. of History

e -

J There was 0 any peasant movement in the North-East India except in Assam. Therefore,

the peasant movement in the entire North-East was especially confined to the peasant movement
in Assam in the late 19th century during the time of the British rule.

Causes : .Therc Were many causes for the peasant movement in Assam. Here we are going
to discuss alfew lmPOH.zm.t Causes of the peasant uprising. Basically Assam was an agriculturist
country during the administration of the Ahom and later on during the time of the British. One of
the fundamental factors of the peasant movements in Assam in the late 19% century was oppres-
sive burdens of land revenue and the defective nature of its collection by the British Govt. Though
the British Company Government took the charge of administration of Assam by treaty of Yandaboo
in 1822, yet they did not introduce any new revenue measures till 1833. They followed the exist-
ing the system of revenue collection. The British Company Govt created four districts in lower
Assam in the 1833 and then for the first time they introduced land tax or land revenue which was
to be paid by cash. This land revenue system continued to upto 1857. After the revolt of 1857 the
administration of Indian colonies went directly into the handas of the British Parliament. To meet
the compensation, the Govt. had introduced taxes like ‘stamp duty’, timber tax, taxes on grazing
field, catching of wild elephants, fishing taxes on ponds and rivers, washing of gold, house tax,
capitation tax and hoe tax in hilly areas of Assam.

Even the British Govt felt seriously to collect tax on Pan (brittle leaf) cultivation in Assam.
Pan widely cultivated in Assam during the time of the British rule in Assam. These taxes had
badly affected the interests of the villagers of Assam. The peasants had submitted memorandum to
reduce the above-mentioned taxes. But the British Govt did not pay any attention for reducing the
taxes and thus the peasants of Assam had to form the ‘Raizmels’ to raise protest against the high
taxes introduced by the Govt.

The British Govt. started opium cultivation in India specially in Ghazipur, Patna etc. As a
result opium, Ganza and other types of drugs began to be imported to Assam. According to Mill’s
‘Reoprt on the Province of Assam, opium became a commodity of daily consumption and a large
number of people of Assam were addicted to this vice. The elite Assamese like Hem Chandra
Baruah, Ananda Ram Dhekialphukan vehemently protested against the opium trade. Hem Chandra
Baruah compiled an Assamnese satire which is called Kaniar Kirtan against the opium trade.

It was Purnanda Burhagohain, the last premier of Ahom dynasty who stopped the indig-
hous opium cultivation in Assam. In the year 1860 the British Govt. stopped opium cultivation i
Assam and started to import Govt. opium. This opium trade created a popular anti-British senti
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ments by the people of Assam.

Raizmels (1860-1900): The Assamese peasants formed the Raizmels (¥l Lag;“‘f:lf‘g“es)
to protest against the increasing land revenue and other taxes introduced by t'e. ;‘: lg - %‘;}t.
These Raizmels also played an important role for (he outbreak of the [';easant?r ;:e msc;,e tin‘ : e
Doloies, the Goshaies, the village headmen were the pioneers of the Razzmel.f.d e Lg]l-:]l?f
the Raizmels were held at the premises of Namghqrs, temples, mosqucs'an A cop Olic
institutions. In course of time the Raizmels became “Time Honoured Irfsti‘”“m.]s anhe ie ncrim'Zed
bodies of the Assamese society. The Raizmels not only raised their vmces'a-gamstlt e wai‘i;?g
taxes but also discussed all sorts of problem faced the peasants under the British Rule. e In
a very short period of time the Raizmels played an important role to create popular senh h S of
the people of Assam against the British Govt. The British Govt tried their best to eris 1€ plan
and programme initiated by the Raizmels, but failed. Under the leadership of the Raizmels some

anti-British popular peasant uprising took place in various parts of Assam. These uprising are
popularly known in Assam History as ‘Peasants Uprising in Assam’.

Phulaguri Uprising (1861) : When the British Govt. stopped the opium cultivation ip

Assam in 1860, the opium cultivators of greater Phulaguri area near N awgaon town comprising
the Lalung and Kachari peasants raised their hands against the British administration. A large
number of peasants under the Raizmels protested against the opium trade and increased rate of
land taxes on 18th of October, 1861. Then the Deputy Commissioner of Nowgaon Districts
Mr. Singer with hu ge soldiers went there to crush the peasant movement. But the angry peasants

killed Mr. Singer and thrown his dead body in the Kalang river, This uprising is popularly known
in Assam History as Phulaguri Uprising,

Govt. crush the revolt of Lachimay
the atrocities committed by the British.
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putthe Govt decided to take help from the police force to crush the Raizmels at Patharughat. The
hen Deputy Commissioner of Darrang, J. D. Anderson, Police Superintendent J.R. Berington
visited the area 3{1‘1 or.dered the peasants to pay land revenue as fixed by the Govt. The angry
peasant raised their voices against the Govt decisions. Ultimately, the police opened fired on the
revolting move 15 persons killed and 37 peasants were injured in the move. But non-officially it
was 140 peasants were killed by the police and more than 150 peasants were badly injured.
During this particular period we find some anti-British uprising in the Tribal areas of the
North-East India. Among them we must mention the tribal uprising in Manipur, Naga hills,

Jayantia hills and some other parts of the hilly areas in the North-East India. But no doubt those
were really anti-British uprisings but not peasant uprising in nature.




