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Development of Transport in
Undivided Darrang

The Darrang District covers
as alluvial tract between the Brah-
maputra river on. the south and
the foot hills of the eastern Himala-
yas ~forming parts of Bhutan,
Kameng and Subansiri districts
of Arunachal Pradesh on the north.
- To the east it is bounded by the
Lakhimpur district and to the west
by the Kamrup district. The dist-
rict covers a total area of 8,775
sq. kms. and had a total popula-
tion of 17,36,188 according to the
Census report, 1971. _

A well developed system of
transport and communication not
only serves the social needs  but
also provides necessary infrastru-
cture for rapid economic growth.
Transportation. plays. a. crucial role
in shaping the destiny of a nation.
In fact the whole structure of the
industry and commerce rests upon

the well laid foundations of trans-
port. There is no other yard-
stick  better than

such .

transport to

~ApurBA KumArR MEDHI .
Lecturer, Deptt. of Economies

measure ' the pace of development of
an economy.

(a) Old time route

The present Darrang Dis-
trict had close -cultural and trade
links with the rest of India and
other neighbouring = countries. Its
geographical position also favoured
ties. = The Brahmaputra
along its southern boundary was a
natural waterway to  other
parts of India and passes on the
north-west were outlets to Tibet
and China. Tributaries of the
Brahmaputra were also wused = to
some extent for trade and commﬂ-
nication. Aocordmg to the Taba-
quat-I-Nasiri, there were -as many
thirty passes between Assam and
Tibet and through them horses
were brought to Lakhnuti. Du-
ring the reign of Koch ng Nar-
narayana (1534-1584 AD) the Gohain.
Kamala Ali (Road) connectnig Coch-
bihar ;In ) Bengdl with Naray&n..
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pur in Lakhimpur district was con-
structed under_the supervision of
the King’s brothe1 Gohain ‘Kamala.
The great road ran acrgss the Da-
mang district and was icompleted in
1547 AD. A few Raj Ali (road)
or, raised foads or embankments
were also - constructed ‘by the Assam
:ngs In the district. Generally spea-
‘King, road communication in Darrang
district did not make as. much
head-way during the Ahom period
-as it did in Slbsagar district.

(b) Road transport :

: When the British came into
oocupatlon of the distriet dlfﬂculty
of - communrcatlons proved ‘to  be
seripus - obstacle to its development
‘When A.S. “Mills visited Assam in
'1853, the roads were few and bad.
‘Although the Public Works Depart-
‘ment  was establishéd in' 1868,
roads were concern of the Deputy
"Commissioner assisted by a commi-
‘ttee. The Assam Local Rates Regu-
‘fation of 1879 provided for the
"Jevy of a local rate and ‘appoint-
ment of a committee in each dis-
“trict to control the expenditure on
roads etc. Such committees were
‘replaced in 1882 by subdivisional
Local Boards which were entrusted
with  the maintenance of “all roads
‘within their jurisdiction except a

fication of roads
-gravelled and ‘onsurfaced, was pro-
posed and ' mechanical means ot cons-
'tructlon

few main lines. It was only .
1890 that Provincial roads and

ferries were taken over by the P.w

which were -also to execute all worg
costing more than Rs. 500/-,

. It was only after the consti.
tution of Road Board in 1926-27
in Assam that the construction of
roads made some headway. A sepa-
rate Board was constituted for the
administration of Tea Cess Fund
for ‘improvement of roads. Classi-
into  metalled,

was ‘recommended. It
was also proposed to finance, con-

struction of bridge over 300 ft. in

j length
“In 1928,
"Committee

by raising separate loans.
‘the Road Development
‘called * for -a change of
the road ‘policy ‘of the Government,
and suggested - taking over of a
bigger share of the road building -
activities. From 1929-30 onwards

Assam received a substantial amount

from the Central Road Fund. Du-

'ring the Second World War the

road building activities were ste-
pped up in Assam but . being war-
oriented, 'such activities were  mainly
continued to the south bank of the
Brahmaputra. ~ Till  independence,
the development of road communi-
cation of the district was rather
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negligible, except in case of tea
garden areas where good roads
were constructed conmecting: with
railway stations and steamer ghats.

After independence, in 1948-
49 there were only "avout 1007
kms. of  metalled roads, about
675 kms. of gravelled roads, and
about 77 kms. of natural soil roads
under = the central Assam division
of P.W.D. This division comprised
Darrang district, a part of Lakhim-
pur and Balipara Frontier tract.
These figures indicate :the paucity
of road in Darrang district at that
time. -Some progress was . made
during the First Five Year Plan
at the end of which there ‘were

about 957 kms. of all weather roads,

about 35 kms. of fair weather
roads and about 3 kms. o_f non-
motorable rtoads giving“a ‘total .ef

995 kms of roads under  the P.
W.D. in Darrang  district. Roads
in the district further - increased

during the Second Five Year Plan.
The total. area of Darrang : distriet

according to the 1971 Census is . gurl
about 8,720 sq. kms. and it had
about 1,371 kms. of raod under

the ' P.W.D. of the Government of
Assam.

The Nmth Trunk Road which
stems from the ;National Highway
No. 31 connects Darrang with Kam-

that runs across -the district
hardly be .over

.ally improved during the last two
‘decades,_.-

tion and maintenance of roads in
.the
-swirling = currents

-many bridges - and cause extensive

-have -to be . well-raised above the

.the Brahmaputra connecting Kalia—

by April .this year. Another prope-
-sed bridge over Jia-Bharali at Chow-

rup and Lakhimpur district. Total
length of this road in  Darrang
district is 233:56 kms. The impor-
tance of the North Trunk -Road
can
emphasised. This

road repently was converted to
National Highway No. 52. The
arterial routes connectmg various

parts of the district with Na.tlonal
Highway No. 52 have been gradu_-

The difficulties of construc-

district are stupendous. . The
of the Brahma-
putra and its tributaries wash away
damage to the roads. The raods
surrounding land level to protect
them from floods. The constrac-

tion of Kalia-Bhomora bridge over

bar (Nowgong district) and Bhomota-
_ ( Darrang district) will impro-
ve the road transport system. The
_bridge is expected to be completed

kighat on  Tezpur-Jamuguri rcad
which . will be a connecting roa
1o Kalia-Bhomora bridge, will giv
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a fruitful communication and improve

the transport system.

(b) Railways :

The Tezpur-Balipara narrow
gauge line was constructed in 1895
by a private company to afford
outlets ‘ to - tea manufacture in the
district through the river port at
Tezpur. There was also another
small line about 25 kms. from
Orang to Singri on the Brahma-
putra to cater to the needs of the
tea industry. It was only in 1912-
13 that the Eastern Bengal Rail-
way extended the Meter-Gauge
railway track up to Tangla from
Rangiya. Ag:in in 1930, the Ran-
giya-Tangla section 'was  further
extended up to Rangipara an inter-
mediate station ol the Tezpur Bali-
para line. This was a major Rail-
way Project in Darrang district
and the total Ilenght of railways
in the district came to 160 kms.
from only 39 kms. .of narrow
gauge line in the beginning.

The  Tezpur-Balipara  Rail-
function as
separate line till September, 1952

“when Tezpur was directly connected
‘with Rangiya-Rangapara North sec-

tion the conversion of line from
pnarrow-gauge to meter-gauge was
completed by 1953-54. In 1960,

- Gohpur

Government of India undertgok
the project of extending the Nopy,
East Frontier Railway from Rangﬁ..
para to North Lakbhimpur, a tota]
length of about 173 kms. T
new railway line was opened ¢
passenge  traffic on phases from
Rangapara North to Dhalaibil ip
March, 1962 and Dhalaibi] to North
Lakhimpur on 15th January, 1963,
Most of these stations on the new
line within the district are sity-
ated near tea gardens and rice
fields. The important stations of
this line like Balipara, Nizchatia,
Viswanath Chariali, Monabari, Helem,
etc. are provided with
facilities of water supply, waiting
hall for passenger and goods plat-
forms.

(d) Waterways :

As has been mentioned that
the Brahmaputra which runs acro-
ss the state served as a great hig-
way of trade and commerce in the
past when roads and railways were
not developed. M. Cosh, writing
in 1837, stated that a large boat
took from six to <even weeks to
come from Calcutta to Gauhati,
though the post which was con-
veyed in small canoes rowed bY
two men, who were relieved every
fifteen to twenty miles, reached
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Guwahati in
nath Ghat in three days more.
The river services had their hey-
day before “Assam link” in 1950.

~ They continued, however, to carry

about 80% of the jute and consi-
derable ° quantities of petroleum

products from Assam to Caloutta

till they met with three major setback.

- Firstly, the earthquake of 1950
caused considerable changes in the
course of the Brahmaputra resulting
in deterioration of the navigation
channel, particularly in the upper
reaches resulting in closure of river
services by the ‘joint Steamer Com-

pany- from 1954 6nward_s. " Secon-

'dly,j the construction "of .?-‘_th'é rail-
cam . road bridge known as Sarai-
ghat Bridge across the Brabma-

putra at Pandu in 1962 greatly
improved the .overlength road and

railway transport\‘ system, and thus
it dealt a great blow to. rivet! Ser-
vices. - Thirdly, due to Indo-Pak
hostalities  in 1965, Inla
Steamer Services connecting Assam
with the fest of the country was
closed down. i 3 ' i

It may be mentioned here that
boats ~“which supplemented Steamer

ten days and Viswa-

of trade and commerce

the Inland -

services are still
and they still

used
serve

extensively
the purpose
to some -
extent in absence of Steamer ser-
vice. In 1971-72 there were about
434 private boats and 238 comm-
ercial boats in the district. The
ferry services in the district, are
Tezpur-Silghat route and Panpur-
Silghat route. In 1972-73 goods carr-
ied by these two services amoun-
ted to 6,360 tonnes and 120 tonnes
respectively. There are some other
ferry services over tributaries of
the district which are maintained
by the P.W.D. These are the follo-
wing ferry services under, the Chari-

~ali division (1) Lower Borgang and

lower Burai ferry service on Mona-
bari-Barangabari road. Hohala ferry
on Kalabari-Subansiri road. Other
ferry services ply at Lower Ga-
bharu ghat, Chowkighat and Silani-
ghat over the Bharali river.

(e) Airways : _ _
© The only air field of this
district is at Saloni which is, about
11 Kms north to Tezpur. The Indi-
an Air Lines Corporation’ main-
tains the flight of this aerodrome with
other - stations. 000
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